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1 . GOM OCCUPIES MAHBES AND GUELTA. GOM ANNOUNCED AFTERNOON 
FEB. 12 THAT MAHBES "ENTIRELY CONTROLLED” BY MOROCCAN FORCES. 
ANNOUNCEMENT, CARRIED BY OFFICIAL NEWS AGENCY MAP, QUOTED 
COL. DLIMI. SOUTHERN MILITARY COMMANDER. AS MAKING CLAIM. THIS 
CONFIRMATION FOLLOWS CONFUSION OVER LAST TWO DAYS AS TO WHETHER 
OCCUPATION HAD ACTUALLY OCCURRED, AS REPORTED EARLIER BY NEWS 
AGENCIES AND SOME GOM SOURCES (RABAT 0749). CONFUSION FURTHER 
ABETTED BY STORY IN SEMI-OFFICIAL AFTERNOON MAROC SOIR FEB 12, 

WHICH CARRIED DENIAL OF PRESS REPORTS OF OCCUPATION OF MAHBES. 

2. SEMI-OFFICIAL PRESS ALSO ANNOUNCED MORNING FEB. 12 THAT 
MOROCCAN TROOPS HAD OCCUPIED GUELTA. FORMER POLISARIO STRONGPOINT 
LOCATED SOUTH OF BOU CRAA PHOSPHATE CENTER NEAR MAURITANIAN 
BORDER. OCCUPATION, WHICH EFFECTED "WITHOUT MEETING ANY 
OPPOSITION," REPORTED TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE FEB. 1 1. SEMI-OFFICIAL 
MAROC SOIR HEADLINED STORY AND NOTED THAT GUELTA SITUATED IN 
REGION WHERE ALGERIAN ELEMENTS HAD BEEN LOCATED. ARTICLE 
SURMISED THAT ALGERIAN UNITS IN THIS REGION HAD BEEN FORCED 

TO WITHDRAW IN LIGHT OF RECENT GOM ADVANCES IN THE NORTH. 

3. COMMENT. APPARENT GOM HESITATION OVER ANNOUNCING PUBLICLY 
THE CAPTURE OF POLITICALLY SENSITIVE MAHBES MAY HAVE BEEN A 
REFLECTION OF SOME INDECISION AT POLITICAL LEVELS. TERSE 
ANNOUNCEMENT DID NOT SPECIFY WHETHER ANY RESISTANCE ENCOUNTERED, 
PERHAPS A SIGN THAT CITY WAS EVACUTATED BEFOREHAND BY ALGERIANS 
AND POLISARIO. ALGERIAN REACTION TO THIS DEVELOPMENT WILL BE 
AWAITED WITH INTEREST AND COULD INDICATE WHETHER TURNOVER WAS 

IN ANY WAY LINKED TO PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS ON NEGOTIATING FRONT. 

AS WE HAVE REPORTED PREVIOUSLY, WE HAVE HAD NO INDICATION 
HERE THUS FAR THAT ANY EXPLICIT ACCORD HAD BEEN REACHEDFOR GOM 
OCCUPATION THIS SITE. 
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